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of Coins, E. S. Poole, to work on the newly planned
Catalogue of Greek Coins, of which the first volume
appeared in 1873 and the twenty-seventh in 1914
Every scientific specialist knows that compiling cata-
logues is the best of all training. The work of catalogu-
ing thoroughly suited Head. He had unlimited patience
an excellent talent for comparison, a sense of style IE
art, and a great love of historic research. The prelimi-
nary work in preparing the Catalogue of the Coins oJ
Sicily gave him his opportunity. The beauty of Sicilian
coins, and their value to Greek ^mythology, had long
been recognized; but no one had yet worked out theii
value as historic documents on the political and com-
mercial history of the island. Brandis and Mommsen
had seen the lacuna, but their pupils had as yet done
little to fill it.

Head's paper on the Coinage of Syracuse, published
in 1874, was but 80 pages long, but it revealed a true
historic method applied for the first time to the whole
of the coinage of an ancient city. Its value was imme-
diately recognized abroad; the French Academy crowned
it, and the University of Heidelberg bestowed a Doctorate
on the writer. From this time Head's task lay clear
before him: to treat other series of Greek coins by the
same method which had been successful in the case oi
Syracuse, and so by degrees to make numismatics not a
morass, but a cultivated field with paths in all directions,
Hence came the great Historic*, Numorwn, published by
the Oxford University Press in 1887, of which a new
edition came out in 1911. It has enjoyed the honour of
being translated into modern Greek, and has become an
invaluable book of reference to all who have worked upon
Greek history, English historical writers generally find